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and keeping alive local traditions and folk-lore all over the
country and making them more widely known. National meetings
were organized, with competitions, for all kinds of popular groups
preserving the customs of their native place; choirs of folk-songs,
local games, costumes, dances, processions from many parts of
Italy appeared in Venice, Rome, and elsewhere, in* order to
show how much still remained of the picturesque and patriarchal
life of the past, and to encourage people to continue to preserve
it. The local groups of the Dopolavoro became in a way the
trustees of these traditions and customs. Strictly related with
these activities were those aiming at a revival of local forms of
art and artistic industries, for which the O.N.D. organized several
exhibitions and opened courses of instructions.
Many of the local popular theatrical companies continued to
exist, and several new ones were started. But it does not appear
that this side of the O.N.D. work met with much success. Most
people who joined the organization out of an interest in the
theatre or cinema did so because special reductions in prices of
seats had been obtained by it for its members. One activity,
however, which became quite popular was the Carro di Tespi.
This was a kind of caravan opera theatre which often brought
good performances of classical plays to small towns lacking
theatrical facilities. Every year the Carro di Tespi travelled for
two or three months, stopping for one or more evenings in
towns or villages, and giving cheap and instructive amusement
in isolated places.
In two more ways the O.N.D. helped to shape the character of
its members. Especially in the smaller villages the room or
rooms of the Dopolavoro were the only meeting-place, apart from
the church, market, and public-house. Whether the Dopolavoro
took the place of a former club, either political or social, or was
set up by the Fascist Party, it was a Fascist institution, and the
members, whether they belonged to the Party or not, were linked
with the Fascist regime at least through their membership of
the O.N.D. The portrait of the Duce was prominent in every
room, the symbols of the Party had their place of honour, the
group attended as such, with its Fascist flag (the gagltardetto),
all public manifestations, whilst newspapers and propaganda
publications were almost the only reading matter at the disposal
of the members; so that the Dopolavoro was calculated to make
people feel bound to the regime and its leader whenever they
used the premises of the O.N.D. or took part with their fellow-
members in public meetings, excursions, and games. Moreover,
the forming of sports, amusement, and cultural societies was one
of the few activities in which the more enterprising elements of